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'For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

At the present period, when the 
public mind in this country is rather 
wavering on the subject of vaccina- 
tion, it may be suitable to publish 
the following report, extracted fiwm 
the Philanthropist, a London quarterly 
publication, in which the lienefits from 
this important discovery are fairly ap- 
predated. It is strongly recom- 
mended to the perusal of those who 
continue to have doubts on thi^ sub- 
ject. 

OK THE PROfiRESS AND PRESENT 
6TATE OF THE PRACTICE OF VAC- 
CINATION. 

'T'HE objects which the general 
-^ adoption of vaccine inoculation 
will accomplish for mankind, if time 
and experience shall confirm the pro- 
mises of its benevdent discoverer, 
are so imporant, that every friend of 
humanity must have followed, with 
aoxious hope, the progress of the 
practice, and rejoiced at the general 
result of the evidence in its favour. 
It is not easy, indeed, to calculate the 
jum of human misery that will cease to 
exist, when the prospect which vacci- 
nation holds out to us, shall be realized. 
In its casual, or natural occurrence, 
as it is termed, the small-pox is not 
only the most loathsome distemper 
that visits the human frame, but the 
most fatal pestilence; sweeping off 
multitudes, during its prevalence, and 
destroying the sight, corrupting the 
habit, or otherwise inflicting disease, 
on great numbers of those who escape 
its more destructive effects. The 
practice of inoculation had, it is true, 
already diminished those evils, among 
the individuals who resorted to it ; 
but it had unfortunately augmented 
the evils, among the people in ge- 
neral, by the perpetual infection 
which it disseminated, and the ar- 



tificial epidemic which it constantly 
kept up. In London, for instance, 
during the first thirty years of the 
eighteenth century, before inocula 
tion could yet have bad any effect, 
the proportionate number of deaths 
occasioned by smaB-pox,^ as stated 
in the bills of mortality, was 
about seventy -four out of every thou- 
sand: but, during an equal number 
of years at the end of the century, 
the number amounted to nearly one- 
tenth of the whole mortality, or 
ninety-five out -of every thousand. So 
that, as far as we are able to judge 
from hence, the practice of inocula- 
tion, which in itself might be esteem- 
ed one of the greatest improvements 
ever introduced into the medical art, 
has actually multiplied the ravages of 
the disease, which it was intended to 
ameliorate, in the propot'tion of above 
five to four. And the extent of the 
mischief inflicted on the survivors is 
manifest, frota a stateotent published 
by the Society for teaching the In- 
digent Blind, that nearly one-fouMh 
of the persons admitted into that Cha- 
rity have been deprived of their sight 
by the small-pox ; not to mention the 
various forms of scrofula, and otherdis- 
eases, which it frequently excites. 

It is true, that the more intelligent 
classes of society, who have generally 
adopted the practice of inoculation, 
have in a considerable degree avoided 
the worst of these consequences of 
small-pox ; they have seldom been de- 
prived of the blessing of Mght ; and 
they have only been destroyed by the 
disease in the proportion of about one 
in three hundred. But the humane 
will shudder at the recollection, that 
this exemption has been obtained at 
the expense of so much additional 
misery inflicted on the people at large ; 
and that they have but shifted a part 
of the evils from then^selves, to be ag- 
gravated in the families of their less 
enlightened neighbours; while they 
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perpetuate a plague, which would 
otherwise have had its periods of abso- 
lute cessation. 

Such is the condition in which the 
most jm/rowi/ state of the art of medi- 
etna had placed us, before the benefits 
of vaccination were discovered ; and 
iuch is the condition, to which some 
persons would advise us to return, in 
consequence of the alleged insecurity 
of this preventive. But it would 
geem to be only necessary to take a 
clear and dispassionate view of the 
itate of the facts, relative to theefSca- 
Cf of the cow-pox, up to the'present 
timc.in order to be convincec^of its in-, 
calculable advantages, even were all 
the reported failures proved to have 
occurred,— nay, if they had actually 
occurred to double the extent that has 
been represented. It is the purport 
of this paper to detail, in as bnef a 
manner as possible, the sum of the 
fects which have recently been brought 
to light, and to point ouj the infer. 
ence, which seems to be justly dedu> 
cible from them. 

The National Vaccine Establish- 
ment, supported by parliament, has 
pubUshed two reports during the pre- 
sent year, containing the evidence 
Which they have collected from various 
authentic sources. The Colleges of 
Physicians and Surgeons at Edinburgh, 
and the Faculty of Glasgow, have 
again gis'en their decided testimony in 
favour of vaccination. They assert 
unanimously, that |he practice of vac- 
cination is generally approved of by 
the profession throughout Scotland ; 
that no bad eifects can be ascribed to 
the practice ; and that, since its intro- 
duction into Scotland,, the mortality- 
occasioned by small-pox has very 

freatly decreased. The Faculty of 
'bysicians and Surgeons of Glasgow 
further state, that, since the middle of 
May, 1801, they have gratuitously 
vaccinated in .their hall, 14,500 per- 
»ns ; and that, as far as is knowp, the 



" vaccination in all these has succeied- 
ed."* 

The accounts from several public 
Institutions, in and near London are 
equally favourable. In the Royal 
Military Asylum for the children of 
soldiers, where between eleven and 
twelve hundred are now received, vac- 
cination has been practised since its 
first establishment in the year 1803. 
From that period to the present time, 
but one instance of death from small- 
pox has occurred ; and, it is worthy of 
remark, that the individual had not been 
vaccinated, in consequence of»a decla. 
ration of the mother, that he had pass- 
ed through the small-pox in his infan- 
cy. Vaccination was introduced into 
the Foundling Hospital in the year 
1801, and every infant, soon after its 
admission, has since that period been 
vaccinated. From the commencement 
of this practice to the present time, no 
death has occurred from small pox,, 
and in no instance has the preventive 
power of vaccination been discredited, 
although many children, as a test of 
its efficacy, have been repeatedly in- 
oculated with the matter of small pox, 
and exposed to the influence of its 
contagion. A similar success has a«t« 



•Report from the Vaccine Establish* 
ment, 1811. 

It appears, that since the last an- 
nual Report of the London 

Vaccine Institution, there 

liave been inoculated byvDr. 

Walker S,490 

From the commencement of 

the Institution in 1806. 8,595 

By the 'appointed Inocutators 

in th^ metropolis last year.... l,04fi 

From the begiDning...... 3,10& 

Sy the appointed luoculators 

in the country 20,801 

From "the beginning 177,474 

Last year, Charges of Matter , 

31,99a to 6',S39 Applicants. 
From the commencement of the Institution, 

93,080 to 1 8,900 Applicants. 



278 



On (he Prog7'ess of Vaccinalion. 



[Oct. 



tended the practice of vaccination at 
the Lying-in Charity of Manchester, 
where, in the space of nine years, 
more than nine thousand persons have 
been effectually vaccinated, and secured 
from the small-pox. The officers of 
the Vaccine Establishment in London, 
through the medium of their corres- 
pondence with many similar establish- 
ments in the ceuntr)^, have learned, 
that practiticmers of the highest res- 
pectability are earnestly engaged in 
promoting the extension of the prac- 
tice ; that, among the superior classes 
of the people, vaccination is every 
■where generally adopted ; and that, 
dthough the prejudices of the lower 
orders, which have been excited by in- 
terested persons, still exist, they ap- 
pejr to be gradually yielding to a con- 
viction of ita benefits. This inference 
is likewise confirmed by the fact, that 
23,362 charges of vaccine matter have 
been distributed by the Establishment 
to various applicants from all parts of 
the kingdom, which exceeds by nearly 
one-third the number distributed in 
the preceding year. 

Of the immense benefits resulting 
from the universal adoption of vaccina- 
tion in other countries, the accounts 
from India have furnished the most in- 
teresting example. The number vac- 
cinated in the island of Ceylon, from 
the year 1802 to January 1810, a- 
mounts to no less than 128,732 persons, 
and, the small-pox has literally been 
exterminated from the island. From 
the month of February 1808, to the 
last mentioned date, the disease had 
not existed in any part of the island, 
except in October 1809, when it was 
carried thither by a boat from the Ma- 
labar coast : but, in this instance, the 
contagion spread to only six individu- 
als, who had not been vaccinated, and 
was immediately arrested in its pro- 
gress, and disappeared. • The medical 
Superintendant General observes, that 



they have no apprehension that the 
small-pox vHU ever spread epidemically 
in Ceylon, while vaccination continues 
to be generally practised ; at the same 
time, that its occasional appearance 
there has the good effect of proving 
the preservative power of the vaccine 
pock, and of rouzing the natives from 
their apathy on the subject. Even 
the Bramins are now surmounting the 
prejudices of their education, and sub- 
mitting to be vaccinated. 

It appears from a report of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Vaccine Institu- 
tion, at Paris, published on the tenth 
anniversary of its establishment, that 
the benefits of vaccination, in augment- 
ing the population of a country, have 
not escaped the attention of the present 
ruler of France, who has formed depots 
of vaccine fluid in twenty-four of the 
principal cities, communicating with 
the Central Committee, at Paris. In 
some of the departments, it is said, the 
zeal of the prefects has been such, that 
there remain none to vaccinate, but the 
infants born in every year, and that the 
small-pox is already unknown. And 
the returns of the mortality in the city 
of Paris, for the year 1809, exhibit 
only 213 deaths by small-pox. •« This 
number,' say the reporters, " though 
yet too considerable, since the vaccine 
offered to these 213 victims a certain 
method of preservation, is yet extreme- 
ly small in comparison of that of some 
years, when the epidemic small-pox 
has carried off, in the same city, more 
than 20,000 individuals." The Com. 
mittee,consistingof sixteen of the prin- 
cipal Physicians of Paris, express their 
conviction of the efficacy of vaccina- 
tion in these terms. " Ten years of 
labour and success have at length de- 
cided the important question, as to the 
vaccine possessing the power of pre- 
serving all those, in whom it has regu- 
larly gone through its progress, from 
tire small-pox. This has been carried 
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to such a degree of certainty by the 
experiments of the Central Committee, 
and its numerous correspondents, as 
well Frenchmen as strangers, that 
there is not at present any fact in me- 
dicine better proved, or more certain, 
than that which estabhshes the truly 
antl-variolus power of the vaccine."* 

Such is the result of the progressive 
experience of professional men, in re- 
gard to the efficacy and preventive 
powers of vaccination : such is the 
confirmation, which the inferences, 
drawn from the early investigation of 
this subject, have received from sub- 
sequent and more extensive research ! 
Insomuch that the conclusion of the 
College of Physicians upon the sub- 
ject, m the year 1807, must now be 
deemed indisputable, that "'the truth 
seems to be established as firmly as 
the nature of such a question ad- 
mits."! 

The opposition to the practice, 
which is still but too successfully 
kept up by a iew clamorous indi- 
viduals in the medical profession, rests 
principally upon a mistaken view of 
the nature of the question. It restg 
upon the notion that the result of the 
practice should be uniform and inva- 
iriable — that the rule should be void of 
all exceptions. But there • is no such 
regularity iii the operations of the ani- 
mal economy ; there is no disease 
without its anomalies; and the di- 
versity of human constitutions is in- 
^nite. Several of these anomalies 
or exceptions to the general rule, have 
doubtless occurred in the practice of 
vaccination ; " but," to use the words 
of a judicious and experienced observer, 
*' certainly not so often as was ex- 
pected by those, who considered the 

• A copy of this Report may be found 
in the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 
Isurnal, for January, 1811, p. 117 

+ See the Report of the Royal College 
of Physicians on Vaccination, July, 1807. 
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subject from the first -dispassionately, 
nor have they been in sufficient num- 
ber to form any serious objection to 
the practice founded on Dr. Jenner'a 
discovery."* In truth, if this prin- 
ciple were received, that no opera- 
tion ought to be performed on the 
human body which was liable to occa- 
sional failure, what medicine would 
remain for us to exhibit, or what sur- 
gical assistance for us to offer ? 

But let us examine the nature of 
these exceptions, or " failures," as 
they have been emphatically called, 
wluch have occurred in the practice of 
vaccination. The very sound of the 
word excites an alarm, in the minds 
of many persons, as if failure were 
synonimous with death, -or implied the 
certain occurrence of a desperate or 
mortal small-pox. But this is so far 
from being the case, that upon a de- 
liberate view of the facts, we do not 
hesitate to affirm, that, if all the 
cases of alleged failure, which the 
opponents of vaccination i)ave raked 
up, upon any sort of evidence, and 
often upon none, had really occurred, 
and that number had been doubled 
or tripled, its advantages over the in- 
oculation of small-pox would still be 
incalculable. 

In the first place, it has been as- 
certained by the concurring observa- 
tions of almost all the practitioners 
who have attended to the subject, 
that (to use the j ords of the Col- 
lege of Physicians) " in almost every 
case in which the small-pox has suc- 
ceeded vaccination whether by in- 
oculation, or by casual infection, the 
disease has varied much from its or- 
dinary course ; it has neither been the 
saine in •violcncet nor in the Juration 
of its symptoms, but has, with very 
few exceptions^ been remarkably milc/> 

* See Dr. U*iUan*s Treatise on Vaccioaj 
tlon, page 21. 
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ds if the small pox had been deprived 
htf the previous vaccine disease »f its 
usual malignity."* Dr. Willan stafes, 
that the teverishness which pi^cedes 
the eropdion in these casesj is often 
considerable, but the pustules are 
small and hard, containing little of 
iio matterj and begin to dry off on 
the sixth day.f It must not be 
omitted, indeed, that, in a very few 
instances, the small-pox, subsequent 
to vaccination, has asstlmed the con- 
fluent form, and put on a dangeroUs 
aspect (as In the recent case of the 
son of Earl Grosvenor)) but even in 
these rare instances, the modifying in- 
fluence of the previous vaccination 
has been manifest, the disease, when 
near its height, receiving a sudden 
check, and the recovery being un- 
usually rapid.J One case of this 
sort occurred to the observation of the 
writer of this paper, in which on the 
seventh day of confluent small-pox, 
the child became suddenly free from 
constitutional complaint, and ran 
about at play ; a circumstance, he 
believes, that is never knb*n to oc- 
cur in confluent small-pox, tVhei'e 
the previous influence of vaccination 
had not been exerted. In this state- 
ment, then, we have admitted the 
worst consequences thdc have ever 
accompanied the " failures" of vacci- 
nation, in any one instance. 

But, in the second place, let us 
attend fo the proportionate number 
of these failures. " It does not ap- 
pedr,'' says Dr. Willan, who minuted 
the cases as they happened, " that 
failures in the preventive effect of 
vaccine inoculation, including mlstaia, 
negligences, and mis-stateMents, have 
occurred in a greater proportion than 

• See the Report of the CoUegci 
f See his Treatise, Sect. iv. 
^ See the last Report of the Natiohal 
Vaccine Establisbmeatj July, ^811. 



as one to aght-hundrei."* It is very 
ii)l]probable, then, that the actual 
failures amount to one in a thousand, 
or to any thing near that number. 
But let us suppose, for the sake of 
argument, that the failures amount 
to the proportion of one in Bve hun- 
dred ; that is to sayj that one of 
every five hundred persons vaccina- 
ted, remains liable to be infectea by 
small.pox : and let us further imagine 
that this subsequent small-pole is not 
mitigated in any case, and therefore, 
that (as in the case of the ordinary 
natural small-pox) one in siit of these 
■will die. - Then the worst result 
would be, that one out of every three 
thousand persons vaccinated would die. 
But we know, that one of three hundred 
persons, wh6 receive the small-pox 
by inoculation, perishes of that dis- 
ease. -]• The conclusion is therefore 
obvious, that the worst result that 
could be calculated Upon from vaccine 
failures, would leave the balance ia 
favour of vaccination, in the propor- 
tion of ten to one. But, when we 
consider the actual state of the cir- 
cumstances ; — .that the number of 
deaths from inoculated small-pox real- 
ly exceeds the number of " failures" of 
vaccination ; — <hat these " failures'' 
are in a great majority of instances, 
the means of insuring a very miti- 
gated and harmless .small-pox ; — and 
that they have, perhaps, in no 
instance, been followed by a fatal 
small-pbx ; — the ^chances of • fatality 
from a failure of the vaccination are 
so trivial, as to elude calculation, and 
the only chance of injury that ensues, 
is reduced to that of a temporary in- 
convenience. 

Lastly, let U3 reflect on thenon- 



* See his Treatise, page 23. 

f Doctor Willanstates, that « the ifiotu- 
lated small-poi still proves fatal in om 
case out of t'oio handrcd aniijiftij"-^lliid. 
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contagious nature of the vaccine dis- 
ease, which, while it secures the in- 
dividual from blindness, deformity 
or fatality, too often consequent on 
the small-pox, injures no one, and 
spreads no epidemic around ; and we 
shall be compelled to admit, that 
•« with all its imperfection on its 
head,^' with a frequency of failure 
rfiat its most active opponents have 
never yet ascribed to it, v4c<^ation 
would still prove a blessing, such as 
few individuals have had the happi- 
ness to confer upon mankind. 

We might here have terminated 
«ur observations, but the leading cir- 
cumstance, communicated in the late 
Report from the Vaccine National Es- 
tablishment, demands some notice. It is 
singular, that at the time when the 
public attention was attracted by the 
occurrence of small-pox, after vacci- 
nation, in the sons of the Earl of 
Grosvenor, and Sir Henry Martin, 
the second occurrence of smalUpox 
in the l^ev. Joshua Rowley, Miss 
Bqoth, and two otl>er persons, should 
Jjaye happpened.* In three of these 
cages, the previous small-pox had been 
taken by inoculation, and in the fourth, 
in the natural way. But the truth is, 
that the small-pox itself, in whichso- 
ever of these two ways it is produ- 
ced, is liable to the same anomalies 
^nd exceptions as the cow-pock. 
Iliere are several examples of the 
fact on record ; one of the most 
striking of which is the case of Mr, 
Langford, related in the 4th volume 
*A the Memoirs of the Medical Sapie- 
ty of London. This person was so 
'•remarkably pitted and seamed," by 
a former malignant small-pox, " as to 
attract the notice of all who saw 
hiin :" yet he died at the age of fif, 
ty in an attack of confluent smalU 
pox, in which he communicated the 



infection to five other individuals of 
the family, one of whom also died. 
It will be unnecessary here to detail 
the various examples which authors 
have described. The wfiter will just 
notice an instance which occurred un» 
der his own objervacion, not long 
ago, the parti{:ulars of which will bfe 
detailed in the 2d \olume of the " Me» 
dico-chirurgical Transactions,'' about 
to be published.* This occurred 
in a woman of tvjrenty-five yejirs of 
age, who was coasiderajjly pitted by 
a former confluent sm^U-pox, wluch 
she had suffered in her childhood. 
She gaught the second disease, which 
wetjt through the usual variolous 
stages in a mild way, by nursing her 
infant under a confluent small-po]f, 
which proved fatal to it. It is . re- 
markable, that her ti^o elder cl^ildren, 
who had been vaccinated a few years 
before, lived in the same apartment, 
during the progress of the small-pox 
in the infant and mother, and escaped 
the infection ; the cow-pock in tliein 
having exerted a - preventive power, 
which the previous small-pox had 
failed to effect in the mother. The 
poor woman had been prevented, by 
the terrors excited by the anti-vac- 
cinists, from vaccinating her youngest 
child : a fact which should induce 
these opponents of the practice to re- 
flect on the serious responsibility 
which they assume, in thus discourag- 
ing the adoption of this important pre- 
ventive, 

T, Bateman, M.D, 
Be^ford-Rotv, August 19, 1811. 



NATIONAL VACCINE ESTABLISHMENT. 

The following Report from the 
National Vaccine establishment, to 



•Bee tbe ^.eport of July, 1811, 



* Several cases, and many reference* 
will be there found, which ^e omitted 
here for the sake o( brevity. 
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the Secretary of State, signed by- 
Sir Lucas Pepys, Bart. (President 
of the College of Physicians, and 
of the National Vaccine Establish- 
n)e.'i),) was printed by order of the 
House o» Commons. 

TO THE PRINCIPAi SECBBTABY OF 
STATE FOR THE HOME DEPART- 
MENT. 

National Vaccine Eslabllshmmt, 
Marchi Tth, 1811. 
'X'HE Board of the National Vac. 
* cine Establishment have the 
honour of submitting to your con- 
sideration a statement of their pro- 
ceedings during the year 1810. 

They have to report to you that 
the sufgeons of the nine stations, es- 
tablished in London, have vacci- 
nated during the last year 3108 per- 
sons, and that 23,362 charges of 
vaccine lymph have been distributed 
to various applicants fronj all parts 
of the kingdon? : being an excess of 
nearly one-third in the number of 
persons vacpinjjted, and in the num- 
ber of charges of lymph distributed, 
above that of the preceding year. 

They have further to report, that 
tio case of failure has occurred, in 
any individual vaccinated by the 
surgeons of the nine stations, gince 
tlieJepmmencenienl of this establish- 
ment ; that the few instances of 
failure, submitted from other quar- 
ters to the investigation of this board 
in the last year, have been asserted 
without sufficient proof; that such 
reports of failure as have been re- 
ceiyed from the country have been 
ascertained to rest upon imperfect 
evidence. 

They h3.ve great satisfaction in 
being able to state the favourable 
result of vaccination in the Royal 
Military Asylum for the children of 
soldiers, and in the Foundling Hos- 
pital. At the establishment of the 
formcf of these charities, in the year 
lti03, vaccination ^vas introduced. 



by order of government; and it 
continues to be practiced at the 
present time. Dgrinir the whole of 
this period, this institution, which 
contains more than eleven hundred 
children, has lost but one of ihem 
by small-fiox, ' and that individual 
had not been vaccinated, in conse- 
quence of having been declared by 
the mother (o have passed through 
the ainall-pox in infancy. In the 
latter institution, no death has oc- 
curred by small-pox since the intro- 
duction of vaccination in the year 
J 801, from which period every child 
has been vaccinated on its atlniiii- 
sion to the charily ; and in no in- 
stance has the preventive power 
of vaccination been discredited, al- 
though tiiany of the children have 
been repeatedly inoculated with the 
matter of small-pox, and been sub- 
mitted to the influence of its con- 
tagion. 

They have also the satisfaction of 
being able to state, that similar suc- 
cess has attended the practice of 
vaccination at the Lying-in Charity 
of Manchester, where, in the space 
of nine. years, more than nine thou- 
sand persons have been effectually 
vaccinated ; and that, by a report 
received from Glassjow, it appear:?, 
that of fifteen thousand five hundred 
persons, who have undergone vac- 
cine inoculation in that city, during 
the last ten years, no individual has 
been known to have been subset 
quently aflected with small-pox. 

It is with a very difleretit feeling 
that the Board are itiduced to cs^ll 
your attention to the number of 
deaths fro|n small-pox, announced 
in the bills of mortality of the year 
1810, amounting to 1,198; which, 
altboifgh great, is considerably less 
than it had been, previously to the 
adoptioii of that practice. 

The Board are persuaded that 
this mortality has arisen from con- 
tagion having been propagated by 
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inoculated persons, of the poorer 
class, whose prejudice against vac- 
cination are kept alive bv false and 
ipischievoiis hand-bills, Jenouncing 
various imaginary and feigned dis- 
eases against all those who have un- 
dergone vaccinatiou: and the Board 
have reason to believe thai these 
bills are issued by persons, in se- 
veral parts of London, who derive 
emolument frism small-pox inocula- 
tion. 

The Board have been induced, by 
these consideratiorts, to address the 
information contained in the preced- 
ing paragraphs, to the committees 
of Charity-schools ; and to submit 
to them the propriety of introducing' 
Taccination into their respective es- 
tablishments, and among the poor 
in general. 

IJesides the duty of superintend- 
ing the practice of vaccination in 
London, they have been engaged 
in an extensive correspondence with 
several vaccine establishments in 
the provincial towns; and they ac- 
knowledge, with pleasure, the rea- 
({iness with which many of these 
bodies have commiuiicated informa- 
tion. 

From these sources, they are en- 
abled to state, that the practitioners 
of the highest respectability in the 
tountry have been earnestly enga- 
ged in promoting the practice of 
vaccination by the weight "of their 
authority and example; that in the 
principal countiy towns, gratuitous 
Taccination of the poor is practiced, 
either at public institutions, or by 
private practitioners, on an extensive 
scale : that, among the superior 
classes of society in the country, 
Taccination is very generally adopt- 
ed : that the prejudices of the lower 
orders, excited .against the practice 
by interested persons, still exist, 
but appear to be gradually yielding 
tb a conviction of its benefit. 

The information received from 



Scotland is of a very favrtirable na- 
ture, and it appears, from the re- 
ports of the College of Physicians, 
the College of Surgeons of Edin- 
burgh, and of the Faculty of Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons of Glasgow, 
that the practice of vaccination is 
universal among the higher orders 
of society ; and that, in the opinion 
of these learned bodies, the morta- 
lity from small-pox has decreased, 
in proportion as vaccination has 
advanced, in that part of the United 
Kingdom. 

The reports of the Vaccine Esta- 
blishment, instituted at Dublin, un- 
der the patronage of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, state, that vaccination con- 
tinues to make progress in that eity, 
and in Ireland generally ; and that 
the prejudices against it are sub- 
siding. 

The Board have also received 
very favourable account of the pro- 
gress of vaccination in India: and 
they have the honour to subjoin a 
statement, from which it appears, 
that by vaccination the ravage of 
small-pox has been repeatedly pre- 
vented, and the disorder extermi- 
nated in the island of Ceylon. 

The Board, guided by the infe- 
rences which facts, reported to them 
from undoubted authority, and aci 
tual observations, have furnished, 
declare their unabated confidence \ix 
the preventive power of vaccina- 
tion, and their satisfaction with the 
gradual and temperate progress, by 
which this practice is advancing; 
that the local and constitutional ma- 
ladies, which frequently follow the 
small-pox, rarely (if ever) succeeded 
to vaccine inoculation; that it pro- 
duces neither peculiar eruptions nor 
new disorders of any kind ; and 
that they are of opinion, that by 
perseverance in the present mea- 
sures, vaccination will' in a few 
years become generally adopted. 



